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The Change Monthly Paper is Distributed to most of the Persian
speaking community, and your monthly payment will help The Change
paper to be more effective for the Persian speaking world.
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Iran for Christ ministries
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Tabdil@iranforchrist.com
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Ingredients: (4 servmgs).

Wheat flour, 250 grams
Sugar, 200 grams
Cooking oil, 200 grams
Saffron, 1/2 teaspoon
Rosewater, 1/2 cup
Pistachio, crushed
Almond, crushed

Directions:
Halva is a tasty dessert. To
prepare it, heat oil in a frying
pan until it is hot. Add flour,
reduce heat and stir frequently
until the mix changes color to
golden, thickens and becomes
fragrant.

Al
Add sugar to 4 L e
one glass of |
water and s
bringtoaboil. T,
Add saffron
and rosewater and stir. Let

flour cool slightly, then add the
mix and stir well. If the mix is
not thick, heat for 1-2 minutes
but not longer. Serve with
crushed pistachio and almond
sprinkled on top.
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The IranForeshadowed sale of weaponry to Persian

in Ezekiel

Two alliances are growing

before our eyes in amonumental
struggle for control of the Middle

East and its vast oil treasure.
Russia and Iran are forging
stronger ties as evidenced by
Russia’s agreement to sell Iran
250 advanced long-range fight-
ers. This news comes on top of
Russia’s sale of one billion

dollars worth of missiles tolran a

couple of years ago. That's two

huge military deals in a little over
two years. At the same time, the

U.S. is acting to counteract the
growing influence of Iran as it
attemptsto build a"Shiite Cres-

cent" stretching from Iran to Iraq

to Syria and into Hezbollah’s

stronghold in Lebanon. The U.S.

announced a $20 billion
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Gulf States to strengthen mod-
erate Middle East allies in pri-
marily Sunni-led governments.
These Gulf States include
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Bahrain, and the United
Arab Emirates. These Gulf
States are critical for U.S. mili-
tary operation. Bases in the
Gulf region host about 40,000
U.S. troops with an additional
20,000 American naval troops
afloat offshore. In addition to
the Gulf State arms deals, the
U.S. has also agreed to new
10-year military aid packages
to Israel and Egypt. The deal
with Egypt basically renews the
$1.3 billion in military aid that
Egypt has received from the
U.S. every year since 1987.
What we see happening in the
Middle East strikingly foreshad-
ows the fulfillment of Bible
prophecy. About 2,500 years
ago the Hebrew prophet Eze-
kiel (38:1-6) predicted that a
confederation of nations will
attack Israel in the latter years
while Israel is living in peace
and prosperity. Two of the main
nations that will strike Israel are
identified as Russia (Rosh) and
Iran (Persia). The current cozy
relationship between Russia
and Iran and growing military
cooperation between these two
powers points toward what
Ezekiel predicted. But Ezekiel
also predicted in 38:13 that a
group of nations will object to
this invasion but won't inter-
vene militarily. He identified
these nations in 38:13 as
"Sheba and Dedan" (Saudi Ara-
bia and the Gulf States) and the
"merchants of Tarshish with all
itsvillages" (Tarshishwasin Spain,
so this probably refers to Western
nations in Europe and possibly the
U.S.). It's interesting to me that
Ezekiel 38 does not mention
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Egypt as partof the Gog coalition.
Egypt’s absence from the list of
invading nations in Ezekiel 38:1-6
is significant. Egypt is one if
Israel’s inveterate enemies. This
indicates that they won't be part
of the end time attack on Israel.
Currently, Egypt is one of the only
Arab states that has decent rela-
tions with Israel and that is devel-
oping closer ties to the U.S. and
the West. Whilewe all recognize
that there canbe many twists and
turns in international relations

Iran Arrests Suspected
Converts to Christianity

On May 11, police arrested eight
people in the southern city of
Shiraz, according to Carl Moeller,
president of Open Doors USA, a
Christian organization that fights
religious persecution. Converting
from Islam is a crime in Iran;
converts can face jail and other
penalties. Most of those detained
have been released, but at least
one of them, 21-year-old Mojtaba
Hussein, is still behind bars and is
not cooperating with his captors,
according to Moeller. “He may not
be willing to give up the names of
other Muslim converts. He may not
be willing to recant his faith himself,”
Moeller said. Numerous calls to
Iranian government representatives
in the U.S. have not been returned.
Christians can’t worship freely or
hold public office, and they can be
arrested for even speaking to
Muslims about Christianity. “Such
people are persecuted, and particu-
larly in the 1990s such converts
were killed — it's thought by govern-

- ment agents,” said Paul Marshall, a

and alignments, the current
alignment of nations fits Ezekiel's
prophecy to a tee. The U.S. and
Europe are allying with the more
moderate Gulf States, Egypt, and
Saudi Arabia while Russia is
building ties with Iranand other
more radical Islamic states. Once
again, world events are unfolding
exactly as one would expect if
the prophecies of the Bible are
true. m

™ Jesus Heals10

—
Inthe olddays, there
was terrible disease *
) called leprosy. »
People that had that o &
disease could not ~ e 1
livewiththeirfamilies © % « =
: because their i
x families would get sick, too. One day,
10men that had the disease asked
>‘~ Jesus to heal them.Go to the priest
and showhimyou have beenhealed,
Jesus said. Themen were so happy.
They were healed. They all walked
off to see the priest as Jesus had
said. One of the men came back to
Jesus."Thank you, Jesus," the man
said. Jesus said to him, "Thankyou
forpraising God that you have been
healed." m
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senior fellow at the Center for
Religious Freedom at the Hudson
Institute, a conservative think tank.
Under the watchful eye of the
Iranian government, many have
been forced to worship in secretand
are moving underground into what
are called house churches —
although some sects, such as
Armenians and Syrians, have been
allowed to worship in churches.
Earlier this year, Ahmadinejad
proposed a law that would impose a
death sentence for any Muslim who
converts to another religion. Those
charged with converting can be
prosecuted and face jail time for
vague crimes like “blasphemy”and
“insulting Islam.” “There are indica-
tions that with the deep unpopularity
of the regime that people are turning
away from Islam,” he said. “Seeing
Muslims converting to Christianity is
directly threatening to an Islamic
regime,” said Moeller. He compared
these small groups of converts to
early Christians living under the
yoke of the Roman Empire, who
met in secret and whose beliefs
were “dependent on dreams, visions,

1| signs and wonders.” Because Bibles

are rare in Iran and teachings are
not "as dependent on the Bible as
Evangelical Christianity in America
is,” said Moeller, there is a “real lack
of scriptural foundation." But despite
the growing pressure from the state,
worshippers continue to practice,
and Moeller said the house church
system seems to be growing.
“We've got confirmed reports of
groups of Muslim convert believers
doubling in size in the last six
months,” he said. g




