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(Serves 6 to 8)

This exotic dish can be served with plain yogurt
spooned over the rice, or with roast chicken,
barbecued larnb chops, or steak. A straight-

sided, non-stick, saucepan is the best kind
of pot to use for this recipe.

Ingredients:

1 recipe Steamed Rice.

1 package (10 ounce) baby lima beans,
thawed.

14 tablespoons butter.
3 cups freshly chopped dill.
3 medium potatoes, cut into 1/inch slices.

1/4 teaspoon saffron threads crushed &
steeped in 2 tablespoons hot water.

Salt and freshly ground pepper.

Melt 4 tablespoons butter in a non-stick
6-quart saucepan.

Arrange potato slices in single layer in
saucepan. Spread one-third of prepared
rice over potatoes. Cover with half of
lima beans, and half of dill. Cover with
half of remaining rice and remainder of
lima beans and dill. Top with remaining
rice. Keep ingredients mounded high in
center so steam can circulate. Sprinkle
4 cup water over rice. Slice remaining
butter, place over rice. Cook over me-
dium-high heat 8 minutes, reduce heat
to low, and cook 35 minutes or until rice
is soft and fluffy. Set 1 cup rice aside.
Remove potatoes from saucepan with
spatula and place around rice or in
separate dish. Sprinkle reserved cup of
rice with saffron and mix well. Spread
saffron rice on top of plain rice.
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We know the Christmas story so
well. Mary and Joseph traveled
from Nazareth to Bethlehem and
were turned away from the village
inn by the innkeeper. They took
refuge in a barn, where baby Jesus
was born and laid in a manger. A
very early church tradition says the
site of the nativity was a cave near
Bethlehem.

The Biblical story of the birth of
Jesus is found primarily in Luke
2. Dr. Luke neither quotes nor
mentions an innkeeper. We suggest
the story does not refer to an inn,
acave oreven a barn, but rather
a house! The text of Luke 2 notes
there was no room for Mary and
Joseph in the "inn." Unfortunately,
the Greek term translated inn
(kataluma) had multiple meanings,
among them inn or caravansary.
Used only one other time in the
New Testament (Luke 22:11 and the
parallel passage, Mark 14:14), it was
the place where Jesus observed the
Last Supper with His disciples.
Here, Dr. Luke gave additional
information about the kataluma. He
said it was a furnished large upper
story room within a private
Jerusalem house. The kataluma of
the last night of Jesus' earthly
ministry was the "upper room." We
suggest the kataluma of Jesus'
first night was a similar room in
Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph
came into town with Mary ready
to deliver. Arriving at Joseph's
ancestral home, they found it
already full of other family members
who had arrived earlier. While the
exact reason space was not made
for a pregnant woman is unknown,
it probably indicates the house was
full of elder members of Joseph's
family, who had priority.
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So that is when Mary and Joseph
went to the barn, right? Not
exactly. The Biblical account
mentions neither barn nor cave—
it is assumed because of the
manger. Mangers are animal
feeding troughs, and barns are
where one would expect to find
them. But in the ancient world,
as well as in primitive modern
cultures, mangers are also found
within the house itself. Animals are
regularly kept in homes at night.

A small number of flock animals
were housed, not in attached
exterior sheds, but inside the
house in one of the ground floor
rooms. Here, animals, tools and
agricultural produce were stored.
Here, too, food was prepared and
possibly consumed. Family
sleeping quarters were on the
second floor (an upper room). By
being inside, the animals were
protected from the elements and
theft. In addition, their presence
provided body heat for cool nights,
access to milk for the daily meal
and dung as a critical fuel source.
Excavations in Israel have
uncovered numerous installations
within domestic structures which
probably represent ancient man-
gers. Some are carved, but most
are stone built. Wooden mangers,
of course, have not survived in the

* NO ROOM IN THE INN..” w2

archaeological record.

Consequently, Mary and Joseph

did not find space in the living

quarters of the ancestral family

home. Instead, they stayed down-
stairs in the domestic stable, still

within the ancestral home, where a

manger or two was located. Here

they were visited by the
shepherds, and maybe the wise
men some time later.

For God so loved the world, that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but

have everlasting life (John 3:16).
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According to Iranian tradition, the

tombs of the Magi who visited the
infant Jesus are located in the ruins
of SAVEH, IRAN. "There were only
two Persian Magi here: just as there
were evidently only two buried at

Wise Men from the East Hossein Behzad

Saveh, only two portrayed on the
enigmatic tiles, only two in the
Mandaean account, and only two
depicted in one of the oldest

catacombs under Rome." Paul William
Roberts, Journey of the Magi (1995)

Kids only

Over 2,600 years ago, Isaiah the
prophet predicted that God would send
a Savior to save people from their sins
so they could have eternal life and not

have to face eternal torment. Quoting
from the book of Isaiah in the Bible:
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a
Son is given, and the government
shall be upon His shoulder; and His
name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, the Mighty God, the Ever-
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. He
was despised and rejected by men; a
man of sorrows acquainted with grief.

He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, and He was bruised for
our iniquities; the chastisement
of our peace was upon Him; and
by His stripes we are healed. He was
oppressed, and He was afflicted; yet
He opened not His mouth. He was
brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
yet it pleased God to bruise Him. God
has put Him to grief, for He shall make
His soul an offering for sin.
Approximately 600 years after this
was written, Jesus fulfilled this

prophecy. Here is His story.
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CONFESSION OF SIN

Almighty and most merciful
Father, We have erred and
strayed from thy ways like lost
sheep, We have followed too
much the devices and desires
of our own hearts, We have
offended against thy holy laws,
We have left undone those
things which we ought to have
done, And we have done those
things which we ought not to
have done, And there is no
health in us: But thou, O Lord,
have mercy upon us miserable
offenders; Spare thou them,
O God, which confess their
faults, Restore thou them that
are penitent, According to thy
promises declared unto
mankind in Christ Jesus our
Lord: And grant, O most
merciful Father, for his sake,
That we may hereafter live a
godly, righteous, and sober life,
To the glory of thy holy Name.
Amen.




