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Nine Believers Arrested

ol ol Wl ol s o
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Nine  Christians
were  arrested
recently in
Hamedan, Iran,
on charges of
engaging in
journalistic
activities. Iranian
state  television
reported that two
of those arrested
were  supported
by organizations
from the United
States and Great |
Britain, but their
nationalities — are
unknown. The other seven were reportedly accused of cooperating with
"Christian-Zionist organizations." The Iranian government uses this termi-
nology to describe Christians who have access to a number of evangelistic
networks and TV satellite programs. FCNN concluded that this is the first
time in three decades that state TV has broadcast news about the arrest
of Christians. Pray that God will equip these believers to share the gospel
while in prison, and pray for their release. Pray that the increased persecu-
tion in Iran will result in increased boldness among Christians.
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God is Love: How do we Define Love?

"God is Love", but how do we define it? The American Heritage
Dictionary defines love as "an intense affection for another person based
on familial or personal ties". We love other people, or we say we love
other people, when we are attracted to them and when they make us feel
good. Notice that a key phrase in the dictionary definition of love is the
phrase "based on". This phrase implies that we love conditionally; in
other words, we love someone because they fulfill a condition that we
require before we can love them. How many times have you heard or
said, "l love you because you are cute;"” or "l love you because you take
good care of me;" or "l love you because you are fun to be with"?

Our love is not only conditional, it is also mercurial. We love based on
feelings and emotions that can change from one moment to the next. The
divorce rate is extremely high in today's society because husbands and
wives supposedly stop loving one another-or they "fall out of love". They
may go through a rough patch in their marriage, and they no longer "feel"
love for their spouse, so they call it quits. Evidently, their marriage vow of
"till death do us part" means they can part at the death of their love for
their spouse rather than at their physical death.

Can anyone really comprehend "unconditional” love? It seems the love
that parents have for their children is as close to unconditional love as we
can get without the help of God's love in our lives. We continue to love
our children through good times and bad, and we don't stop loving them if
they don't meet the expectations we may have for them. We make a
choice to love our children even when we consider them unlovable; our
love doesn't stop when we don't "feel" love for them. This is similar to
God's love for us, but as we shall see, God's love transcends the human
definition of love to a point that is hard for us to comprehend.

God is Love: How does God Define Love?

The Bible tells us that "God is Love" (1 John 4:8). But how can we even
begin to understand that truth? There are many passages in the Bible
that give us God's definition of love. The most well known verse is John
3:16, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." So one way God defines love is in the act of giving. However, what
God gave (or should we say, "who" God gave) was not a mere gift-
wrapped present; God sacrificed His only Son so that we, who put our
faith in His Son, will not spend eternity separated from Him.

This is an amazing love, because we are the ones who choose to be

separated from God through our own sin, yet it's God who mends the

separatlon through His intense personal sacrifice, and all we have to do
Hi . Anoth
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