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A Persian Christian Monthly Magazine

THE Chang

There is one Designer, Engineer
and Creator of the universe and all
it contains, including you and me.

He created us to love us.
Unfortunately, we have not
loved Him in return. In fact, you
and | have not only failed to
acknowledge Him as our Maker
and Father, we have actively
rebelled against Him. Through
many immoral and amoral acts,
thoughts and attitudes, we
continue to grieve the One Who
cares for us most. There is a
word for this rebellion. The word
has been misused so often, its
meaning has been perverted,
sometimes even to mean
something good. But rebellion
against our Creator is anything
but good. It is what has
traditionally been called "sin,"
and it has caused a split
between us and the One Who
designed us and loves us.
Because He lovesus, He cannot
standto allow this split toremain.
Unlike human love, his love is
perfect. But unlike human
justice, His justice is also
perfect. And a perfectly just
God cannot allow sin to go
unpunished without ceasing to

The Change Magazine

Tabdil@iranforchrist.com
www.Tabdilmagazine.blogfa.com
www.IRANforChrist.com
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Reseda, CA 91337 USA

be perfectly just. Perfection is
His nature and He simply cannot
go against His nature without
ceasing to be God.So he
cannot allow us do whatever we
want and just say, "Oh | can let
this one slide." The guilty being
allowed to carry on doing evil is
not justice. But because of His
perfect love, He cannot stand to
be apart from us either. Now He
has a dilemma. (That is, for you
and | it would be a dilemma. But
God knows exactly what He's going
to do). Perfect justice demands
a penalty but perfect love
demands reconciliation. So He
decided to pay the price Himself.
He came to Earth in the form of
a Man. He came fully man - able
to feel pain, hunger and all we
feel, even experience death -
and yet fully God, for only God
would not have His own debt to
pay. And He willingly went to the
cross, allowing Himself to be
executed to pay the price for our
sin. The Man is Jesus Christ.

He gave His life for our sakes
and rose from the dead to prove
His Godhood and show how we
too can be raised to eternal life.
Now, all who will accept His
sacrifice can actually enjoy a
relationship with Him here and
now, as well as enjoy eternal life
with Him in Heaven.

As one time-honored document

April 2008, 30th issue, 3rd year

Magazine

puts it, "The chief end of man is
to glorify God and enjoy Him
forever."

The bible, has always been
presented as a series of facts,
not merely as a philosophy of
life. The fact that there is one
God, Creator of the universe,
Who has always existed in
three Persons; the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. The fact that
mankind was separated from
God by sin... Jesus' birth,

life on Earth, death, and
resurrection and the fact that
this was God's plan to close
that separation; the fact that
faith in Jesus Christ alone is
what is needed to heal the
separation for each individual.

No amount of good deeds will
suffice, it is the faith that saves
you from eternal separation
with your Maker. Good deeds
are a result of your faith in
Christ, not the condition for
entrance to Heaven. Then there
is the fact that Jesus promised
another Counselor, the Holy
Spirit, to live in the hearts of all
who seek a relationship with
Him. All these are facts, but
they have no relevance to us
unless we embrace them
through faith by beginning a
relationship with the One

who paid your ransom for you...

Zacchaeus was a tax collector. He cheated the people. He would
== COllect the taxes for the Romans. He would charge the people extra
taxes. He would keep the rest. Nobody liked Zacchaeus. One day,
Zacchaeus heard people shouting in the streets, "Jesus is here!"
Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus. He was too short. He climbed a huge
sycamore tree. He would be able to see Jesus now. When Jesus got
under the tree, he said, " Zacchaeus, come down here. | want to go to
your house for dinner tonight." Zacchaeus was so happy that Jesus
wanted to come to his house. He jumped down from the tree. The
crowd was shocked! They couldn't believe that Jesus would go to this
man's house!"Youcan't," theysaid, "he's a tax collector!" He looked at Jesus
and said, "l am so sorry for what | have done. From now on, | will give half
my possessions to the poor. If | cheat anyone ever again, | will pay back four
times what | took." Jesus smiled. He knew he meant it. Jesus said, "That
pleases God. Thatis the very reason | am here. To help people find God."
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BREAKING NEWS

TRIAL OF FAITH IN 2008

THE COMMUNIST WORLD

Communist regimes continue
to persecute Christians in
China, Cuba, North Korea,
Laos and Vietnam, where they
have pursued systematic pro-
grams to weaken and destroy
the church. And persecution is
growing in China. ‘Persecution
has increased in 2007, and will
continue into 2008. ‘Christian
groups are meeting in smaller
numbers, and changing the
meeting place each week.
People are very nervous. 'With
support from Release Interna-
tional, CCSM is hoping to print
and distribute one and half
million Bibles and Christian
teaching books in China in
2008. CCSM asks for prayer
‘for the safety of the believers in
China, that they will remain
strong in their faith’. But what is
widely regarded as the sever-
est oppression of Christians in
the world takes place in North
Korea. ‘Imprisonment, torture
and even summary execution
continue to be a fact of life for
secret Christians in North
Korea. ‘Pressures include an
absolute ban on owning a
Bible, assembling to pray or to
read the Scriptures, and
evangelism-even of one's own
children. ‘Being discovered as
a member of the underground
church inside North Korea can
result in one's entire family
being sent to a prison camp,
and even torture and summary
execution in extreme cases.’
Seong Min Kim, aNorthKorean
who managed to escape from
his country said: Although the
government tries to silence
North Korean Christians by
calling them spies, the praise
and prayer of our brothers and
sisters cannot be silenced,
even in a political concentration
camp or a prison.’ Tim Peters
asks for prayer: ‘That we can
continue to assist a growing
number of North Korean
refugees in China, despite the
harsh crackdown by Chinese
in preparation for staging the
2008 Beijing Olympics.




